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What Soldiers Miss Most

Eete Crageford b5 a sewior ot Meridinn High School, Her prrents
are Bill ard Lyma Crocgord and she bos an older brotieer who i
affending the University of Mississip, Kade's family aiterds Clraerch
af the Medintor, where she &5 wotive in the youth grosp, Ske hosre't
decided whal career she might like fo prrsse, bul she swants fo allend
college ot either Cfe Miss or Mississipdd State Univeriily

Here's what trspired Kale's poean: T chose this salject becawse the

wnmiber of ansewers are lmilless, Tivied lo imagine whet T wonld miiss

most abont home aued fed of in o mals seldiers poind of wiem ™

She wis a reporter,

With long dowing hair,
Pewing amongst the soldiers,
Gaotng here and there,

Froally a zaldier did ask,

“For whom do Wil i

The Iad‘r sinll]:-hr answersl, i
=& soldier with whom [ can speak,

“1 will speak with you,

A lomg a3 your questions do not infrade
Llpon my acticns

[n servituwde.”

The reporter flashed o smibe,

Beached into her pack and sad,

“This mighi take a while

Bt peaple will lowve it anee i's been read.”

She asbed him the usoal questions,
OW e, el fee aod rank.

Al even asked aboor

Flammeers, BV and tanks.,

Bt then the subgect turmed,
To questions absut horme,
The soldiers voace changed,
Flis evies began to poum.

Fle sinswiered with @ small smile,

Al his eves misted.

Fle was canghit in the reporter’s spare,
Aannd with one st question he persisted,

The reporier asked gently,
“What do vou miss mast?”
Towhich the seldier replied,
*1 miss wal fles and toass,
Homecoolied meals,

A seeing my wile,

[ her dressy high-heels,
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THE REPORTER AND THE SOLDIER
This phota illustration recreates an imagined convarsation
betwaan Kate Crawford, in the role of a newspaper reporter, and
a soldier ssmving in Irag. What would somacns far from hkome
miss the most, she askad harsalf. This poam is her answear,

"I miss my daughter and son,
By house and my car.

I miss my dog and oy cat,
My Lavorite bar.

I miss walching cartoeons,

And mowing the lawn.

I miss going to the grocery store,
And buying some Dawn.

“I miss driving downtown,
And the smell of the trees.
Bat what | miss rmost,

1= none of these.”

The reporter was spellbound,
And leaned in intenthy,
Wanting to hear,

What he missed so greatly.

He said safily,

Az his eyves shane,

“What [ miss most, dear lady,
Iz home.”

— Hate Cramford

SPEAK UP

Here’s how these people answarad
the quastion, “If you were away fighting
a war, what do you think you would
miss most about home?”

“I feeed thee thing [ would miss the most is being able to de

what [ wanted to do at all times. If [ was overseas fichting, |
couldn't do what [ wanted to do.”

Angel Mays, 17
Meridian

“Hearing the voices of my family and those | am close to,”
Ashley Young, 15
Meridiam

“My family. My family and my friends. Friends are

important,”
Magen Horn, 14
Livimgston, Ala,

“| would miss the comfert of home.”
Michael Douglas, 22
Livingsion, Ala,

*I would miss my family and old traditions,”
Lindsay Dearman, 15
Meridian

Trizive Hainer compiled this Speak U guesfion, She 20
sefhamiare af Southeast Landerdale High School. Trisha lives in
Tovwmanba with ker parents, Rodney and Waownda Reiner She
wraris fo pursne a career as a plhotographer and pevchelopist.
Here's o shee answered her own quesfion: “There gre mony
fhimgs I wonld wiss, bl mest of all, I'd meiss wey famnily —
especially miy mizee, Alana Nichale.”

ILLUSTRATMGN BY LYRMDE WARREN

ALL THE LITTLE THINGS
Lynnzie Warren is a sophamaore at West
Lauderdale High School, After
graduation, she hopaes to attend a design
schoal, Here's what Lynnzie said about
e elrawing: “My artwork reprasents
mary things, |"ve shown in my arsork
that sakdiers not only miss the big things,
like their Tamilies and love, but also the
srmallest things like Cokes and
MoDonald's. All the otvwer designs and
swirle repregsent the long nights and all
e tirmas the soldiers have taken out of
their lives to be overseas fighting for our couniry.”

Read about how Morgan Boothe

REDISCOVERED HER FATHER
during a chance encounter
at Northeast Lauderdale High
School in the Sports and
Recreation section of
“Profile 2005: A Letter from
Home.”




